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Meeting of the P.A. Advisory Committee

March 6, 2007

Convened:  9:00 a.m.  

Adjourned: 10:56 a.m.

Present:  Richard J. Lowney, PA-C, Chairperson; ExOfficio Edward David, MD; Lawrence Adrian, PA-C; Lorraine Laliberte, PA-C; Gregg Christensen, PA-C; Kimberly Gooch, MD; Lawrence A. Kassman, MD; Jeffrey B. Handler, MD; David J. Stuchiner, MD and Judy Warren, Public Member, Osteopathic Board

Board Staff Present: Randal C. Manning, Executive Director;  Dan Sprague, Assistant Executive Director; Tim Terranova, Consumer Assistant & Hearing Coordinator; and Barbara Eckhardt, Committee Staff

AAG:   Dennis Smith

CALL TO ORDER

Richard J. Lowney, PA-C, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m.

MINUTES OF DECEMBER 5, 2006

Motion was made by Lorraine Laliberte, PA-C to accept the minutes. The motion was seconded by Gregg Christensen, PA-C.  The motion passed unanimously.

OLD BUSINESS:


Mr. Lowney led the discussion for the Committee to vote on the candidates who applied to fill the vacant positions on the Physician Assistant Advisory Committee.  Out of seven candidates—three physician assistants and four medical doctors--the Committee recommended to the Board to appoint Erich A. Fogg, PA-C, Simon-Peter Shaffer, PA-C, Philip S. Anson, MD, and Tamas (Tom) R. Peredy, MD to serve on the committee.
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NEW BUSINESS:
​Suboxone Prescribing:

Mr. Lowney invited Mr. Christensen to open the discussion on the subject of Suboxone 

prescribing.  Mr. Christensen stated the issue was raised at a recent Down East 
Association of Physician Assistants’ meeting regarding prescribing Suboxone for opioid addiction treatment. After checking with the U. S. DEA, Mr. Christensen then checked with the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Administration (SAMHSA), a component of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.   Mr. Christensen stated that SAMHSA has no intention of certifying physician assistants for prescribing Suboxone for opioid addiction treatment.
PA’s Signing Death Certificates

Mr. Christensen then discussed LD 754, a bill that adds physician assistants to the list of who may sign a death certificate.   It was noted the bill’s definition of physician assistants did not mention that physician assistants should be licensed and registered with the state of Maine.  Mr. Christensen stated he will contact the legislature regarding the revision of the bill to define physician assistants as being licensed by the Maine Board of Licensure in Medicine and the Maine Board of Osteopathic Licensure.  
Medical Control and Maine EMS
The Committee discussed online medical control, which refers to the online licensed doctor, physician assistant, or APRN who is authorized by a hospital to supervise and direct Emergency Medical Services (EMS) providers.  Mr. Smith stated that some of the language in the EMS statute and protocols may give the impression that treatment is given under delegation, which may cause confusion.  After a lengthy discussion, Mr. Smith stated that the AG’s office and Maine EMS are looking at the language of the EMS statute in order to establish better protocols and eliminate the implication of delegation for clarification for the doctors, physician assistants, and APRNs supervising EMT’s through medical control.  It was clarified that on-the -scene direction may be given by physician assistants to EMS personnel.
Dr. David was concerned that the supervision and direction provided by the physician assistant in medical control must be appropriate to the training of the physician assistant, and that many of the ER doctors and ER physician assistants are not familiar with EMS
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protocols.  Dr. David asked if there were some kind of medical direction course available for them to take.  Mr. Sprague stated there is a voluntary web-based medical direction course developed by the Medical Direction and Practice Board, and that the EMS protocols are on the Maine EMS website.  
PA On Line Renewals

Mr. Sprague led the discussion regarding the Board of Medicine offering on line renewals to the physician assistants effective with the March 31, 2008 PA renewals.  Mr. Sprague said the only difficulty with the physician assistant online renewal was getting the plan of supervision on line.   Dr. Gooch stressed that the Board requires all physician assistants to submit their plan(s) at every renewal, as that is an integral part of the physician assistant’s license and scope of practice.  Dr. Gooch suggested that the plan could be scanned and emailed or faxed to the Board office.
BREAK:  10:12 a.m. to 10:25 a.m.


MOTION was made by Gregg Christensen, PA-C to nominate Lorraine Laliberte, PA-C as the new Chairperson.  The motion was seconded by Kimberly Gooch, MD. The motion passed unanimously.
EXECUTIVE SESSION:  10:30 a.m. to 10:55 a.m..

The PA Advisory Committee entered into Executive Session in order to review a pending disciplinary action involving a Physician Assistant and to review confidential complaints against Physician Assistants.

NEXT MEETING- JUNE 5, 2007
ADJOURNMENT- 10:56 a.m.
Motion was made by Gregg Christensen, PA-C to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by Lawrence Adrian, PA-C.  The motion passed unanimously.







Respectfully submitted,







Barbara A. Eckhardt, Committee Staff 
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