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Meeting of the P.A. Advisory Committee

March 2, 2010

Convened:  8:04 A.M. 

Adjourned: 10:37 A.M.

Present: Lorraine Laliberte, PA-C, Chairperson; Erich Fogg, PA-C; Philip Anson, MD; Gregg Christensen, PA-C; Christopher Ross, PA-C; David Jones, MD.

Board Staff Present: Mark Cooper, MD, Medical Director, BOLIM; Dan Sprague, Assistant Executive Director; Tammy Veinott, Committee Staff; Tim Terranova, Consumer Assistant

AAG Staff Present: Dennis Smith, AAG

CALL TO ORDER.
Lorraine Laliberte, PA-C, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 8:04 A.M.

MINUTES of December 1, 2009.

Motion was made by Erich Fogg, PA-C to accept the minutes. The motion was seconded by Christopher Ross, PA-C. The motion passed unanimously. 

NEW BUSINESS. 

Subcommittee Report. Committee Member Nominating Process.

Lorraine Laliberte, PA-C reported to the P A Advisory Committee the results of the Subcommittee meeting on P A Advisory Committee member terms. The Committee will address member terms and election of the Committee Chair with the Board Of Licensure In Medicine.

PA Competency Proposal.
The National Commission on Certification of Physician Assistants (NCCPA) is requesting feedback as it considers modification to the PA-C maintenance of certification system.

Plan Of Supervision.
The Committee continues to examine and evaluate use of the recommended Plan Of Supervision template. The goal is to replace the sample Plan Of Supervision in Chapter 2 of the Board’s Rules. A discussion was held about very per-diem PA’s and their 6-month evaluations; if there was no employment in a period of time there can be no evaluation. Draft change language will be reviewed. The grading system standards were postponed. Discussed was the fact that if all PA’s use the recommended Plan Of Supervision template, then a grading system would probably be unnecessary. Errors in a prescriber’s Prescription Monitoring Profile result from pharmacies entering erroneous information.

Schedule II Prescribing.
The Committee discussed the requirements to list all drugs and the expected prescription frequency on the Schedule II application. Currently, if a PA with Schedule II authority predicted on the Schedule II application that he or she would write for 50 prescriptions of a particular drug and actually wrote for 70 in a month, there might not be a violation, but if the PA wrote for a drug which was not listed on the Schedule II application, that may be viewed by the Board as unauthorized prescribing.

Motion was made by Gregg Christensen, PA-C and seconded by Christopher Ross, PA-C to recommend that on the Schedule II application the request be accepted, and authority be granted, for blanket Schedule II prescribing authority by category (Pain, ADHD/Psychiatric or both) – not to include Methadone – and without delineation of the number of prescriptions anticipated to be issued.  Discussion:  (1) Concern that prescribers will not remember to update the drug list when practice changes; (2) Onerous to the Board staff to track; (3) Realistic medical practice – cannot anticipate number of prescriptions that will be issued (which is never really followed up on); (4) The six-month PMP review of the PA’s schedule II prescribing practices by the PSP should provide security to the Board that the prescribing is being reviewed by the PSP, whose license is on the line; (5) Very few relevant recent complaints involving PA-C prescribing. The motion passed unanimously.

PA Supervision By An Employee Of The PA: 
Discussed was the potential conflict of interest that may occur when a PA-C employs the MD who is the PA-C’s Primary Supervising Physician.

Motion was made by Christopher Ross, PA-C and seconded by Erich Fogg, PA-C to amend the Registration Form C by requiring the PA to identify any relationship where the PA will be employing his/her supervising physician.  The motion passed unanimously.

New Committee Member Information Packet.

Lorraine Laliberte, PA-C has compiled a packet of Committee-related information which is a useful introduction to incoming Committee members.

EXECUTIVE SESSION: 10:03 A.M. to 10:34 A.M.

The PA Advisory Committee entered into Executive Session in order to review confidential complaints against Physician Assistants.

NEXT MEETING.

Tuesday, June 1, 2010 at 8:00 A.M.

ADJOURNMENT – 10:37 A.M.

Motion was made by Gregg Christensen, PA-C to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Erich Fogg, PA-C. The motion passed unanimously. 
