STATE OF MAINE


 


 BOARD OF LICENSURE IN MEDICINE




137 State House Station

Augusta, Maine  04333-0137

(207) 287-3601
Meeting of the P.A. Advisory Committee

August 26, 2008

Convened:  8:04 a.m.  

Adjourned: 10:30 p.m.

Present:  Lorraine Laliberte, PA-C, Chairperson; Gregg Christensen, PA-C; Tamas R. Peredy, MD; Dan Onion, MD; Marty McIntyre; Erich Fogg, PA-C, MD; Philip S. Anson, MD; Simon P. Shaffer, PA-C.; Sheridan Oldham, MD; Gary Hatfield, MD.
Board Staff Present: Randal C. Manning, Executive Director; Dan Sprague, Assistant Executive Director; Tammy Veinott, Committee Staff; Tim Terranova, Consumer Assistant. 

AAG Staff Present: Dennis Smith, AAG.

CALL TO ORDER


Lorraine Laliberte, PA-C, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 8:04 A.M.

MINUTES OF JUNE 5, 2007:

Motion was made by Gregg Christensen, PA-C to accept the minutes. The motion was seconded by Erich Fogg, PA-C.  The motion passed unanimously.

NEW BUSINESS:
PA subcommittee – A subcommittee of the PA Advisory Committee met on July 28, 2008 to discuss the following topics: Plan of Supervision, Schedule II Log, and Supervision Limit. The members of the subcommittee are Gregg Christensen PA-C, Simon Schaffer PA-C, Philip Anson, MD, Lorraine Laliberte PA-C, Tamas Peredy, MD and Erich Fogg, PA-C, who is the spokesperson for the subcommittee. The next subcommittee meeting will be held on October 20, 2008 at 8:00 AM.
PA-C Methadone Prescribing – Board Chairman Sheridan Oldham, MD and Board Secretary Gary Hatfield, MD attended this discussion. The Board wants the Plan of Supervision structure addressed and worked out before methadone prescribing issues can be resolved, including allowing PA’s to write for methadone renewals. While methadone is useful for chronic pain management, it is not an acute pain medicine. It has a 6-8 hour efficacy, but it remains in the system for days. The pain returns, but the medicine does not wear off. While there are equally dangerous drugs, and while polypharmacy factors contribute to death, abuse of methadone is by far the leading cause of street deaths in Maine. USDEA is recommending additional education and training for MD’s in early 2009 in understanding the effects of methadone, fentanyl and some forms of oxycodone. The microscope is on death, not addiction. The Board is legislatively charged to protect the health of Maine’s citizens. There will not be a substantial change in the Board’s policy regarding methadone prescribing in the near future. 
Plan of Supervision – Dr. Oldham and Dr. Hatfield attended this discussion.The Board is of the opinion that Plans Of Supervision for the most part are not being followed and that chart review rarely occurs. There is a real concern at the Board level. The Board has documented the elements and technical requirements for Plans Of Supervision in Chapter 2, §7 of its Rules. A sample Plan Of Supervision is also presented in Appendix 1 of Chapter 2. The PA Subcommittee will discuss this matter when next it meets on October 20, 2008. 

Schedule II Log-  The PA Subcommittee will discuss this matter at its meeting on October 20, 2008.
Supervision Limit- The subcommittee decided there will be no limit on the number of Physician Assistants a Physician may supervise. The PA Advisory Committee agreed.
Prescribing Opioids For Chronic Pain Program - Mr. Sprague advised the Committee of this September 12, 2008 educational seminar.

PA-C Schedule II Application Revised –  Mr. Sprague made the Committee aware of the recently revised version.
EXECUTIVE SESSION: 9:08am to 10:25 am

The PA Advisory Committee entered into Executive Session in order to review confidential complaints against Physician Assistants. 

NEXT MEETING- Tuesday, December 2, 2008, 8:00 A.M.

Simon Schaffer, PA-C will not be attending. 

ADJOURNMENT- Motion was made by Lorraine Laliberte, PA-C to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Philip Anson, MD. The motion passed unanimously. 

