STATE OF MAINE


 


 BOARD OF LICENSURE IN MEDICINE




137 State House Station

Augusta, Maine  04333-0137

(207) 287-3601

Meeting of the P.A. Advisory Committee

March 4, 2008
Convened:  9:05 A.M.  

Adjourned: Noon
Present:  Lorraine Laliberte, PA-C, Chairperson; Lawrence Adrian, PA-C; Gregg Christensen, PA-C; Dan Onion, MD; Tamas R. Peredy, MD; Jeffrey B. Handler, MD; Philip S. Anson, MD; Erich A. Fogg, PA-C, Marty McIntyre and Simon P. Shaffer, 
PA-C.

Board Staff Present: Randal C. Manning, Executive Director; Dan Sprague, Assistant Executive Director; Tim Terranova, Consumer Assistant and Tammy Veinott, Committee Staff

AAG:   Dennis Smith

CALL TO ORDER

Lorraine Laliberte, PA-C, Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 9:04 A.M.
MINUTES OF  SEPTEMBER 4, 2007:
Motion was made by Gregg Christensen, PA-C to accept the minutes. The motion was seconded by Simon Shaffer, PA-C.  The motion passed with Mr. Shaffer, Dr. Onion and Ms. McIntyre abstaining.

NEW BUSINESS:


NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION: Ms. Laliberte provided a brief orientation to new Committee members. Ms. Laliberte asked each member to confirm and verify their contact information, discussed Committee member appointees’ terms as outlined in Chapter 2 of the Board’s Rules, addressed proper disposal of Committee material (leave it in the meeting room), timely notification of absence, and agenda addition requests (notify Tammy or Dan). Ms. Laliberte will review each proposed Committee meeting agenda before publication. Ms. Laliberte stressed that this is an advisory committee which makes recommendations to the Board of Licensure in Medicine (Board).
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METHADONE PRESCRIBING: The Board has taken the position that it will not allow PA’s to initiate prescriptions for chronic pain, including methadone. A concern is the increased availability of diverted methadone in our state. Recent published statistics indicate the rise of drug-related deaths in Maine in which methadone has become the leading cause, overtaking even cocaine and heroin.
Numerous resources are available on the proper management of patient pain. The Board has recently contracted with the Maine Medical Association to provide confidential consultation to practices with regard to treatment of chronic pain. SAMHSA will provide three presentations in Maine this year on proper opioid prescribing. One date has been set so far, and that is September 10, 2008 at Maine Medical Center. One of the other probably-rural presentations will be broadcast with the help of the Maine Telehealth Consortium. It is generally agreed that an education-based change must be made in the culture and expectations of pain medicine prescribing in Maine. The culture of how we prescribe should change to include possibly more participation in the Office Of Substance Abuse’s Prescription Monitoring Program.
After much discussion by Committee members, including comments by attendees 
Amy Bosinske, PA-C, Gianelia Guernelli, MD, Noel Genova, PA-C and Shawn McGlew, PA-C, a motion was made by Simon P. Shaffer, PA-C and seconded by Lawrence Adrian, PA-C that a recommendation be made to the Board to allow Physician Assistants to prescribe Schedule II drugs, including methadone, on a case-by-case basis by evaluating each applicant’s training, education and supervision. Also included in the motion is a request of the Board to re-assess the tools available to allow the Physician Assistant the ability to prescribe Schedule II drugs, including prescribing methadone to patients for chronic pain management outside of the realm of narcotic treatment centers, to require all prescribers to undergo mandatory narcotic prescribing education, to be determined by the Board, and to  recommend the encouragement by the Board of registration by licensees in the Office Of Substance Abuse’s Prescription Monitoring Program (PMP). The motion passed with a vote of eight in favor and two opposed.

Mr. Sprague presented the new Board policy entitled ‘Physician Assistant – License, Regulation and Schedule II Prescribing Authority Expiration’. This policy began at PA Advisory Committee level. The policy implements concurrence of PA license renewal with applicable Schedule II renewal.


Mr. Sprague presented the latest version of the PA Schedule II Application, which is an amendment to the Plan Of Supervision. A discussion was held about ensuring that the Plan Of Supervision is well-thought-out, applicable and meaningful.
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A discussion was held about requesting and analyzing a PMP profile of each applicant for Schedule II authority, as well as requesting a log from the Primary 
Supervising Physician of the supervising activity. Those matters will be placed on the agenda for the June 3, 2008 PA Advisory Committee meeting. Examples of PMP profiles will be presented to enable discussion.

A discussion was held about standardizing types of Schedule II prescribing authority. The matter was deferred, pending either subcommittee or Board review.

A discussion was held about limiting the number of Physician Assistants that one MD may supervise. The matter was deferred to the June 3, 2008 PA Advisory Committee agenda.

The development of Maine Medical Association’s Opioid Prescribing Program was brought to the Committee’s attention. The Program includes in-office consultation and education, as well as web-based educational tools, including CME home study.


Mr. Adrian requested of the Committee that, effective April 1, 2008, he be granted a one-year leave of absence from the Committee. A motion was made by Mr. Shaffer to grant Mr. Adrian’s request. The motion was seconded by Dr. Peredy. The motion passed unanimously. 


A discussion was held about Committee quorum composition. A request will be made of the Board to amend Chapter 2 of its Rules to state that a quorum of the PA Advisory Committee be a minimum of five members.

Mr. Sprague brought to the attention of the Committee that the 123rd Maine Legislature enacted Public law, Chapter 472 – An Act To Expand The Pool Of Qualified Mental Health Examiners for Purposes of Involuntary Treatment. The Committee requested further information.

Mr. Sprague presented a copy of the revised initial licensure open book examination. Chapter 1, two ‘Boardnotes’ articles and two Board policies were added to the review materials, and questions 17, 25, 26 and 28 were re-worded.


Mr. Sprague advised the Committee that the Form C – the form to register, renew or terminate Primary Supervising Physicians or multiple work sites – is no longer combined for both PA and APRN usage. Each discipline now has its own Form C.
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EXECUTIVE SESSION


The PA Advisory Committee entered into executive session to review confidential complaints against Physician Assistants.
NEXT MEETING – JUNE 3, 2008

ADJOURNMENT - Noon

A motion was made by Jeffrey B. Handler, MD to adjourn. The motion was seconded by Simon Shaffer, PA-C. The motion passed unanimously.







Respectfully submitted,







Dan Sprague







Assistant Executive Director
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