STATE OF MAINE
BOARD OF LICENSURE IN MEDICINE

In re: ) CONSENT
Verne D. Harris, M.D. ) AGREEMENT

This document is a Consent Agreement, effective when signed by all parties,
entered into by Verne D. Harris, M.D. (“the Licensee”), the State of Maine Board of
Licensure in Medicine (“the Board”) and the State of Maine Department of the Attorney
General, pursuant to 10 M.R.S.A. § 8003(5)(B) and 32 M.R.S.A. §§ 3280-A and

3282-A.
STATEMENT OF FACTS

1. The Licensee was granted a license to practice medicine in the State of Maine
in April, 1997. He submitted an application to renew his license on July 1, 1999.

2. On November 13, 1998, the Licensee signed a Stipulation for Surrender of
License in which he admitted engaging in a sexual relationship with a patient which
constituted unprofessional conduct under California law. The Licensee surrendered his
California medical license in April, 1999-erd made effective August 31, 1997. He
reported the surrender of his California license on his 1999 Maine license renewal
application. The California Stipulation, Decision and Order is incorporated into this
Agreement and attached hereto.

3. The Board has not acted on the Licensee’s renewal application and in
January, 2000, ordered an adjudicatory hearing.

AGREEMENT

In lieu of proceeding to an adjudicatory hearing, the Licensee, the Board and the

Department of Attorney General are agree to the following:



1. The Licensee’s behavior in having a sexual relationship with a patient also
constitutes unprofessional conduct under Maine law. 32 M.R.S.A. § 3282-A(2)(F). The
Board has jurisdiction over the Licensee and the subject matter pursuant to 32 M.R.S.A.
§ 3282-A(2)(M).

2. The Licensee agrees to accept a REPRIMAND as discipline by the Board for
the same conduct which was the basis of the Decision and Order of the Medical Board
of California.

3. The Board will grant the Licensee’s application for renewal of his license.

4. The Licensee will use a chaperone when providing care or treatment for
unaccompanied female patients in his office.

5. The Licensee will notify his partners, employers and hospitals at which he has
privileges of the Consent Agreement.

6. Any substantiated report to the Board alleging sexual impropriety by the
Licensee shall result in the immediate, indefinite and automatic suspension of the
Licensee’s license. A report shall be substantiated by a preliminary determination of
validity by the Assistant Attorney General assigned to the Board and Board staff based
on information provided to the Board and the Licensee’s response to that information.
The automatic suspension shall become effective at the time of actual notice from the
Board that a reported allegation of sexual impropriety has been substantiated. The
indefinite, automatic suspension shall continue until the Board holds a hearing on the
matter. The Hearing will be held as soon as possible after the suspension. If the

allegations are proven, the Board will revoke the Licensee’s license.



7. The Licensee has been represented by Kenneth W. Lehman, Esq., who has
participated in the negotiation of the terms of this Agreement.

8. The Licensee waives his right to a hearing before the Board or any court
regarding all terms and conditions of this Consent Agreement.

I, VERNE D. HARRIS, M.D., HAVE READ AND UNDERSTAND THE
FOREGOING CONSENT AGREEMENT. | UNDERSTAND THAT BY SIGNING IT, |
WAIVE CERTAIN RIGHTS. | SIGN THIS CONSENT AGREEMENT VOLUNTARILY,

WITHOUT ANY THREAT OR PROMISE. | UNDERSTAND THAT THIS CONSENT
AGREEMENT CONTAINS THE ENTIRE AGREEMENT AND THERE IS NO OTHER

AGREEMENT OF ANY KIND, VERBAL, »Z/7TTEN OR OFHERWISE.
DATED: 2-1%5-00 JZ/'/O '

VERNE D. HARRIS, M.D.

STATE OF MAIN
Cam@eu&» ,S.S.

Personally appeared before me the above—named Verne D. Harris, M.D., and
swore to the truth of the foregoing based upon his own personal knowledge, or upon
information and belief, and so far as upon information and belief, he believes it to be
true.

DATED: 2132000 /,/z’;/é;%w..___.
o ) ot Lo
STATE OF MAINE

B o) LIC IN MEDICI

DATED: 7-C - 00

EIjWA‘R’D'DAV /M/D Chalrman

STATE OF MAINE
DEPARTMENT OF THE

ATTQRNEY GENERAL ‘
DATED: 4-6- 40 /t,/Y/b 5@ %/%

RUTH E. McNIFF
Assistant Attorney General

APPROVED
EFFECTIVE: &-(-0)
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MAINE STATE BOARD OF LICENSURE IN MEDICINE

IN RE: Licensure Disciplinary Action ) DECISION
Verne D. Harris, M.D. )

PROCEDURAL HISTORY

Pursuant to the authority found in 32 M.R.S.A. Sec. 3263, et seq., 5 M.R.S.A.
Sec. 9051, et seq.and 10 M.R.S.A. Sec. 8001, et seq., the State of Maine Board of
Licensure in Medicine (Board) met in public session at the Board's offices located in
Augusta, Maine on October 9, 2001. The purpose of the session was to determine
whether Dr. Harris engaged in unprofessional and incompetent conduct. An attempt to
serve Dr. Harris with the Notice of Hearing at his last known address by certified mail
dated September 4, 2001 was unsuccessful. After being notified by the post office of
the mail, he apparently chose not to pick it up. On September 26, 2001, the Notice of
Hearing was sent by regular mail to Dr. Harris at the above address. The mail was not
returned to the Board and therefore it is concluded that Dr. Harris received same.

A quorum of the Board was in attendance during all stages of the proceedings.
Participating and voting Board members were Chairman Edward David, M.D., J.D.,
Judy A. Burk, M.D., Harold L. Jones (public member), Bettsanne Holmes (public
member), Sandra E.Tuttle (public member), Kimberly K. Gooch, M.D., Sheridan R.
Oldham, M.D., and Harry W. Bennert, M.D. Ruth McNiff, Ass't. Attorney General,
presented the State’s case. Dr.Harris was neither present nor represented by counsel.
James E. Smith, Esq. served as Presiding Officer.

The Board convened the hearing and first determined that there were no
conflicts of interest or bias on behalf of any Board member. The hearing then
proceeded forward and the Board's file and State’s Exhibits 1-9 were admitted into the
Record. Following the taking of testimony and submission of the exhibits, the Board
deliberated and made the following findings of fact by a preponderance of the credible
evidence regarding the allegations contained in the Notice of Hearing.

STATUTES

32 M.R.S.A. Sec. 3282-A.(2)(E) “Incompetence in the practice for which the licensee is
licensed. A licensee is considered incompetent in the practice if the licensee has:

(1) Engaged in conduct that evidences a lack of ability or fitness to discharge the duty
owed by the licensee to a client or patient to the general public; or

(2) Engaged in conduct that evidences a lack of knowledge or inability to apply
principles or skills to carry out the practice for which the licensee is licensed.”

32 M.R.S.A. Sec. 3282-A.(2)(F). “Unprofessional conduct. A licensee is considered to
have engaged in unprofessional conduct if the licensee violated a standard of
professional behavior that has been established in the practice for which the licensee
is licensed.”
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