'STATE OF MAINE A

BOARD OF REGISTRATION IN MEDICINE

IN RE:

DECISION OF ADJUDICATORY

HEARING REGARDING RENEWAL
OF LICENSURE

JOSE C. SALINAS-HURTADOQ, M.D.,
of Hendersonville, N.C.

On January 13, 1987, the State of Maine Board of
Registration in Medicine (the "Board") conducted an
Adjudicatory Hearing, pursuant to 32 M.R.S.A. § 3282-A(1)(C),
to determine whether it should renew Jose C. Salinaé—Hurtado,
M.D.'s license to practice medicine in the State of Maine.

In the course of the Adjudicatory Hearing, the Board
considered three issues with respect to Dr. Salinas-Hurtado's
license renewal. First, the Board considered whether, in his
1984 Re-registration Application, Dr. Salinas-Hurtado had
fraudently and/or deceitfully failed to state that his hospital
privileges had been suspended. Pursuant to 32 M.R.S.A.

§ 3282-A(2)(A), if the Board were to find that such fraud or
deceit occurred, that could constitute a ground for refusal to
renew Dr. Salinas-Hurtado's license. Second, the Board
considered whether, in his 1986 Re-registration Application,
Dr. Salinas-Hurtado had fraudently andfor deceitfully failed to
disclose his mental illness. Pursuant to 32 M.R.S.A.

§ 3282-A(2)(A), if the Board were to find that such fraud or

deceit occurred, that could constitute a ground for refusal to
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renew Dr. Salinas-Hurtado's license. Third, the Board
considered whether Dr. Salinas-Hurtado had fraudently and/or
deceitfully failed to state that there were disciplinary
charges pending against him at the time he filed his 1986
Re-registration Application, specifically charges which had
been brodqht by the Board. Pursuant to 32 M.R.S.A.
§ 3282-A(2)(A), if the Board were to find that such fraud or
deceit occurred, that could constitute a ground for refusal to
renew Dr. Salinas-Hurtado's license.

Based upon evidence received at the Adjudicatory Hearing,
the Board makes the following Findings of Facts and renders the
following Decision:

A. FINDINGS OF FACTS

 ° Nofice of the Adjudicatory Hearing properly was served
upon Dr. Salinas-Hurtado. (See Exhibit 1.)

2 Dr. Salinas-Hurtado currently is licensed to practice
medicine in the State of Maine. (See Exhibit 2, 3 & 4.)

x5 In July, 1984, Dr. Salinas-Hurtado submitted to the
Board his 1984 Re-registration Application (the "1984
Application"). The 1984 Application was signed by Dr.
Salinas-Hurtado, and it stated in Item 15 that Dr.
Salinas-Hurtado had not had any of his-hospital privileges
restricted, terminated or modified non-voluntarily since
January, 1982. (See Exhibit 3.)

4. The Board first learned of problems regarding Dr.

Salinas-Hurtado's hospital privileges in a Licensing Report
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regarding disciplinary actions which was issued by the
Federation of State Medical Boards (the "Federation"). (See
Exhibit 5.) The Licensing Report related matters reported to
the Federation in October, 1984. The Licensing Report related
that Dr. Salinas-Hurtado's clinical privileges as an internist
and medical officer of the day had been suspended by the U. S.
Air Force, due to substandard medical practices and
professional incompetence. The Licensing Report noted that
this had occurred on August 24, 1983. Subsequently, certified
documents regarding Dr. Salinas-Hurtado's loss of hospital
privileges were received from the Department of the Air Force.
These documents reflected that Dr. Salinas-Hurtado had been
suspended, and that as of November 10, 1983, Dr.
Salinas-Hurtado was permanently decredentialed from service as
an internist at the United States Air Force Regional Hospital
Minot (North Dakota). The documents reflected that the
hospital's action was taken because of substandard medical
practices and professional incompetence in the proper delivery
of quality patient care, both outpatient and inpatient. (See
EXRIbIE 7.)

5. Dr. Salinas-Hurtado was aware of and understood the
hospital's and the Air Force's actions, as evidenced by his
signature, which acknowledged receipt of the 11/10/83 Notice of
Suspension of Medical Privileges. (See Exhibit 7.)
Furthermore, in correspondence with the Board dated July 10,

1985, Dr. Salinas-Hurtado admitted that his hospital privileges
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had been suspended, although he opined that the grounds "were
not sound." (See Exhibit 9.)

6. The Board finds that Dr. Salinas-Hurtado's medical
privileges at the U.S. Alr Force Hospital Minot were suspended
as of, at the latest, November 10, 1983. The Board finds that
Dr. Salinas-Hurtado was notified of the suspension as of that
date, that he knew that he had been decredentialed, and that
this occurred at least seven months prior to Dr.
Salinas-Hurtado's submission of his 1984 Application.

7. The Board, therefore, finds that Dr. Salinas-Hurtado's
failure to reveal the suspension of his medical privileges in
his 1984 Application constitutes fraud and deceit in obtaining
his license renewal, in violation of 32 M.R.S.A. § 3282-A(2)(A).

& On June 6, 1986, Dr. Salinas-Hurtado submitted to the
Board his 1986 Ré—registration Application (the "1986
Application"). The 1986 Application was signed by Dr.
Salinas-Hurtado. In response to Question 11(1)[ br.,
Salinas-Hurtado replied that since January 1, 1984 he had not
had any mental illness. Furthermore, in response to
Question 13, he replied that no State has informed him of any
pending disciplinary charges. (See Exhibit 4.)

< The Board finds that ﬁr. Salinas-Hurtado had been
evaluated for mental illness by the Air Force in early 1984 at
Wright Patterson Air Force Base. In Dr. Salinas-Hurtado's
August 6, 1986 letter to the Board, he admitted that the result

of his evaluation at Wright Patterson Air Force Base had been a
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diagnosis of bipolar disorder. (See Exhibits 7 & 11.) The
Board finds that Dr. Salinas-Hurtado has a mental illness, and
that he failed to disclose his mental illness in the 1986
Application. The Board, therefore, finds that Dr.
Salinas-Hurtado's failure to disclose his mental illness in the
1986 Application constiﬁutes fraud and deceit in obtaining his
license renewal, in violation of 32 M.R.S.A. § 3282-A(2)(R).

10. Although in the 1986 Application Dr. Salinas-Hurtado
failed to state that there was a disciplinary action pending
against him, the Board finds that, in light of the fact that
the charges were those which had been brought by the Board
itself, Dr. Salinas-Hurtado's failure in this instance did not
constitute fraud or deceit or a material misstatement violative
of 32 M.R.S.A. § 3282-A(2)(A).

B. DECISION

Thé Board's Re-registration Applications are the principal
means by which the Board monitors the careers of licensed
practitioners, especially those practicing medicine outside of
the State of Maine. In this case, Dr. Salinas-Hurtado's
privileges at United States Air Force Hospital Minot were
suspended in August, 1983. He was later decredentialed as an
internist. Dr. Salinas—Huftado's failure to reflect such
suspension and decredentialing on his 1984 Re-registration
Application constitutes fraud and deceit within the meaning of
32 M.R.S.A. § 3282-A(2)(A). Dr. Salinas-Hurtado's failure to

provide this information constitutes sufficient grounds to
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refuse to renew Dr. Salinas-Hurtado's license to practice
medicine in the State of Maine.

Furthermore, in early 1984, Dr. Salinas-Hurtado underwent
psychiatric evaluation at Wright Patterson Air Force Base,
after the loss of his privileges at United States Air Force
Hospital Minot. As admitted by Dr. Salinas-Hurtado in his
letter of August 6, 1986, he Qas diagnosed there with bipolar
disorder from which he still suffers. The Board finds that Dr.
Salinas-Hurtado's failure to note his mental illness in his
1986 Re-registration Application constitutes fraud and deceit
in violation of 32 M.R.S.A. § 3282-A(2)(A). Such violation
also is sufficient to warrant a decision to refuse to renew
Dr. Salinas-Hurtado's license to practice medicine in the State
of Maine.

Therefore, the Board hereby refuses to renew Dr.
Salinas-Hurtado's license to practice medicine in the State of

Maine.

Dated: 3//0 /S’;l STATE OF MAINE BOARD OF
’ REGISTRATION IN MEDICINE

By /Zz%c)am / 5/'%044'4A4
- BRY/

Edward F. Bradley, Jr.
Chairman for the Board



