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 PHYSICIAN’S MEDICAL LICENSE APPLICATION DENIED
October 14, 2010
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Randal Manning

Tel:
 
(207) 287-3601

AUGUSTA, ME – James C. Cooper, M.D., had his application for permanent licensure denied following an Adjudicatory Hearing held by the Board of Licensure in Medicine on October 12, 2010.  The Board found that Dr. Cooper, who practiced in Maine under a temporary license in 2008/2009, failed to take appropriate emergency action while treating a patient, used fear to manipulate a patient, failed to communicate appropriately with the Board, and failed to take responsibility or show insight about the events.  In addition to the denial, the Board also reprimanded Dr. Cooper.  Dr. Cooper, a psychiatrist, practiced in the Rockland area.
The Board received a complaint from the mother of a minor patient that Dr. Cooper had acted unprofessionally during an evaluation of her child.  In addition, the complaint stated that Dr. Cooper threatened the family if they did not cooperate.  During the hearing Dr. Cooper testified that this was the worst case he had seen in thirty years and that he had tried to use fear to convince the family to follow his suggestions.  At the end of the hearing the Board determined that Dr. Cooper failed to take appropriate medical action and made matters worse by trying to use fear to manipulate the family into accepting his treatment.
All adverse licensing actions are reported to the National Practitioner Data Bank, the Health Integrity and Protection Data Bank, and the Federation of State Medical Boards Action Data Bank.  These reports are regularly reviewed by every state licensing board in the country.

The Board is made up of 6 physicians and 3 public members appointed by the Governor.  Disciplinary actions taken by the Board are available to the public either by telephone at (207) 287-3601, or on the Board's website at www.docboard.org/me/me_home.htm.

The Board of Licensure in Medicine is the State of Maine agency charged to protect the health and welfare of the public by verifying the qualifications of physicians to practice, and disciplining physicians for unprofessional conduct and incompetence.  Any citizen can request an investigation of a physician or physician assistant by contacting the Board office by telephone at (207) 287-3608, by letter, or by visiting the Board's website.

